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The Late Seth Devchand Lalbhai Javeri.

Born 1853 A. D. Surat. Died 1906 A. D. Bombay.
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8 giant of learning, ono can vory safely lay down the oripnal date of the present dissertation on the y
theory of Karma, in the third century without possiblity of any doubt 1n the matter

Nothing s known about the personal history of the said Sheaskarma Seors ns is generally
the case with almost all Jain authors who flourished before the perod. There is a gémeral
dearth of information on the subject as people in those days sppear to have cared very little for their
personality  Unfortunately the history of the period of about 980 years after the Nirvina of Lord
Afakdvira is still to bo unearthed bat i tho presant atate of ignorance on the subject nothing
can bo defitely said on the subject. The after history can be found out and. thero are ample
materials for tho same, bot as far as the history of the period under consideration is concerned, inquiry
has to bo pursued with the help of colns, vritings, manuscripts &c.

The present publication contans a very exhaustive commentary in sanskrit upon Kammapayads
by Malayagird, a commentator of vast resources and a thorongh grasp of the subject Being
a commentator of great reputation, it would not be ount of place to give here a list of his
commentaries for the information of the public as the same is very likcly to show the amount of
learning possessed by this great Commentator  The following list of his commentanes will show that
not only did the present commentator prepare and publish severnl commentaries but that his efforts
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were also directed to a number of subjects, philosophical, metaphysical and cthical. The commentarics
composed by the said Malayagird are as under with the approximate number of slokas.

Duwitiyashataka Vritti (7 )...

Rijaprashniya Vritti
Jivabhigama Vritti
Pragnipand Vritti

Chandrapragnapti Vritti ...
Sooryapragrnapti Vritti ...
Vyavahir Agama Vritti ...

* Avashyaka Vritti
Vigheshivashyaka Vritti (?)

-s 3750
e 3700
«s 14000
.o 14500
«. G000
.v Q500
.« 33635
«« 18000

Brihat Vritti on Pinda Niryukti (6700) 7500

DBrihat Vritti on Nandi sootra

Commentarics on books of philosophies:
On Shadashiti { Karma) . 20CO
On the sixth book of Karmagrantha
known as Sittori Karmagrantha -« 37%
On Brihat Kshetra samdsa ... e 7887

On Brihat Sangrahani _of Jinabhadra
Gani Kshamishramana
1 On Dharma Sangrahani

sen

wee

5000
11c00

§000

e QOGO Commentarics on Payaunas:
Jyotisha Karandaka Vritti ...
w3772
1,26,347
1,61,6:;1;~

04!667

* Some say it s 22 or 28 thousand,

t (The Iast book is nnder publicaton by the trustees of these lunds ).
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Sheth Devchand Lalbhai Jaln Pastakoddhér Fund Series. No. 17,
PREFACE.
g (R L L ——ee

The Trustees of the Sheth Devchand Lalbhai fund have great pleasure in publisling the
present book entitled ¥ Kammapayads " or Karmaprakrity, an authoritative treatise on the theory of
Karma in its manifold aspects—a compendium of learmng on Earmic law: ¢ the laws of Evolution
and Iavolution as propounded by the Jaina Darahana, The Jans have developed the theory of Karma
in a most wonderful way claiming the highest conmderation at the hands of savants of Europe
That theory is based on the law of evolution and satisfics both the reason and the imagination, The Jans
claum very rightly the first place in developing the theory of Karma, mn as much as they have the most
reasonable explanation of the working of Karmas in relation to a potentinlly pure soul They have
worked out its vanous stages in absorption, manifestation, drawing, potentiahty &c which themselves




special treatises dealing with the subject of the eternal laws of Karmas, great and small, and the PREFAC

KARMA- é present volume of Kammapayad: occupies a very high place among them.
'

The present Kanumapayadi was composed by Shivasharma-Sooriin about 475 stanzas (Gathds).
It is an excerpt from the Xarmapravada Poorva. Jains believe in the fourteen Poorvas,
voluminous exposttions of miscellaneous Jain literature all of which are now extinct. Karmapravida
is said to be the tenth of those fourteen Poorvas, the revered Shivasharma Soori appears to have
extracted the original 475 stanzas therefrom. With the present means of knowing historical facts, it is
not possible to give the exact date of this highly talented Soori, the composer or extractor of this book;
but circumstantial evidence leads one to suppose that he belongs to a very early period. He can be
safely said to have flourished before the fifth century A. D. as the name of the present book Aammapayads
has been mentioned in the Sthavis dvali of Nandisoolra, one of the original ffgamas at the time of
the redaction of all the Agamas by Devardhigani Kshamashramana at Vallabhipura in the year
456 A. D. ( corresponding with the year 980 Veera and 510 Vikrama ). This great saint Devardhigani
took great pains in the task of redaction in the fourth century and the fact of translation being
pistorical is very useful in fixing dates of authors who flourished previous to the said important era
in the Jaina hterature. As the name of the present treatise has been clearly mentioned in one
of the books translated under the personal supervision of Devardhigani Kshamashramana, himself
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Short notes ( Tippana) of Nemichandra of about 2000 slokas.

Of the commentator Mualayagirs nothing is known. It is a matter of great regret that owing
to certain inexplicable reasons these personages who flourished in the byc.gone times never cared
to write anything about their personal history for the usc of postenty, as the same was not considered
of any material use. Being driven to undertake or compose works of high authority purely
out of consideration of charity and obligations on the future generations, it appears they ncver cared
for their own fame. Otherwise it is very difficult to explain the absence of any history cven the date
or the period when the respective authors flourished especially where one knows that the respective work
composed by them, command the highest admiration and continue to occupy an eminent place as the
best exposition of the subject treated thercin, Whatever may be the reason of the absence of
any regular history, thc same is the case with Alalayagsri also. After making close inquiries
into the matter one is really constrained to admit that absolutely nothing is known about the Man
—the Saint, or about the time of the commentator. In this state of things it is clear, nothing can be
said about the contemporaries or the society of the time of the present Commentator, The only

thing which can be traced from Pattdvali ( the history of preat z"\:ch:\ryas of each cra) is that the
present author flourished before the thirteenth century of Vikrama. However the whole thing at
present is shrouded in complete darkness. It is hoped some students of antiquarian interests will take
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up the subject and throw some light thereon The present publication was prepared for and put through
the press by the Jain Dharma Prastraka Sabha of Bhavaagar At tho suggestion of Mahirdja Shrs
Ananda Stgar the present publication has been entrusted to the trustees by the said iustitution
The wholo work of prepanng press copies and examimmng proofs was done by the samd Jain Dharma
Prasaraka Sabba under the supervision of MahArAja Ananda Sdgar The trustees take this opportunity
of expressing their sense of grantude and obligation to the sald institution and MahArAja Ananda
Sdgar, the latter of whom has placed the trustees nnder constant obligation by his promptness,
diligence and readiness in helping forward the publication of several books and fulfilling the mims and

objects of the trusts.

This {s our *Seventeenth Volume."
} NAGINBHAI GHELABHAI JAVER],

JAYERr Baziz,
Bounar
November, 10137

JSor the Trustees of
The Sheth Devehand Lalbhar Jan Pustakoddhar Fund
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